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The Florida Horse Industry is Big Business

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

• Generates a $6.5 billion
economic impact

• Produces goods and services 

valued at $2.2 billion. 

• 244,200 Floridians are involved 
in the industry

• Generates more than 72,000 jobs. 



Horse People are well-educated, 
successful, and financially secure

And they SHOP, 
DINE, and SPEND 

MONEY!!!

Demographics of United States Equestrian Federation

Average 
Income is 
$185,000

38%
Have a Net 
Worth over 

$500,000

Compete
At Least
6 times
A year

Average 
30 nights 

per year in 
a hotel

22% 
Own two 
Or More 
Homes



"One of the biggest generators of Sports Tourism & Economic Impact for
Sarasota County. Fox Lea Farm consistently hosts over 40 events per
year, which equals approximately 150 competition days, and drives
millions of dollars into the local economy throughout the year.”

- Virginia Haley

Who We Are…

A nationally-recognized 
46 acre horse show facility

That attracts competitors from all over 
the country and internationally 

and it is just minutes 
from some of the best beaches 

in the country

One of the Top Three grossing venues for sports tourism in Sarasota 
County, along with Nathan Benderson Park and Ed Smith Stadium, 

and the only venue in south county

A family-owned 
facility that has 

been part of 
Venice for over 

30 years



Where We Are…

800 North 
Auburn Road



January 
Quarter Horse Circuit

500+ Horse
Riders from 27 States, Canada, and 

Latin America

March 
Total of 8 Events

900 hotel room nights
Riders from 31 States, 

Canada and Latin America

July
Camp Fox Lea Summer Circuit

400+ Horses per show
900-1200 Visitors per show

Nationally Rated USEF
Hunter/Jumper

Horse Show

Fox Lea Farm
Hosts and produces horse shows

from local grass roots to 
Nationally Rated Grand Prix Show 

Jumping

Every competition brings consumers
Who stay in area hotels, dine, and shop! 

January 2015 March 2015 July 2015

What We Do…



Fox Lea Farm Is…



Why It Matters…

Fox Lea Farm drives a 

significant economic 
impact 

to Sarasota County
and her cities 

In 2014, the Sarasota Sports Commission supported 9 events at 

Fox Lea Farm, which resulted in a

$10.9MM Economic Impact and 14,464 Room Nights

To date, the largest annual event is the Fox Lea Farm Summer 

Camp Series, held over 3 weekends in July

That event alone delivered

$4.8MM Economic Impact and 7000 room nights

Source: 

Nicole Rissler

Director of Sports

Sarasota County Sports Commission



Taking it to the Next Level…

Winter Circuit in 2016 will drive:
 29 additional competition days

 24% incremental economic impact…

Catalyst for Improvements and Upgrades:

New rings and upgraded footing

All within existing site

Additional Barns, Refresh Existing Facilities

New and Upgraded Spectator facilities

Scoreboards

Additional Sound System

Signage

More than 2,500 Room Nights



Fox Lea Directly Impacts Local Businesses



• Creates demand for more area 
lodging, dining, and retail 
operations

Many Other Local Economic Impacts 

• Local demand for many types 
of equine-related goods and 
services, including agricultural 
products

• Transportation options needed 
for guests within local area as 
well as regional airports



• Typical Horse Show week runs Wednesday through Sunday

• There will be time for other activities – visiting beaches, golf, 
shopping, dining, sightseeing, etc.

• Many competitors will attend for multiple weeks

• Many first-time visitors to the area

• Many horse owners travel with dogs

• This is a well-traveled audience, they will share their experience!

Equestrian enthusiasts are incredibly 
passionate about their sport!

What Else You Should Know



SEE YOU AT THE SHOWS!


